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New Federal UST Regulations for 

Technical Standards

ÅFinal and published in July 2015 by EPA

ÅFor Mississippi, approved for no later than 
October 5, 2018



Major UST Federal Regulation 

Changes for MS

ÅMonthly walk through inspections

Å Regulating airport hydrant systems and 
field constructed tanks

Å Requiring replacement of all UST piping 
when 50% or more of the piping is replaces

Å Elimination of flow through restrictors (ball 
floats) for overfill prevention

Å Notification and compatibility requirements 
for fuel blends > 10% ethanol or >20% 
biodiesel



UST 2 ðUST Regulations Technical 

Standards

4 phase in periods

ïImmediately

ï6 months after regulation 
adoption

ï12 months after regulation 
adoption

ï3 years after regulation 
adoption 



CHANGES DUE IMMEDIATELY 
(effective Oct. 5, 2018)



Regulation Change

No ball floats
No longer allowed for new 

installations

Cannot replace 
existing 

ball floats with new 
ball floats



Regulation change

Secondary Containment Testing 

BEFORE UST receives fuel & 

AT installation



Regulation change

Automatic tank gauge (ATG)

Visual or audible 
alarm

Capable of printing 
records



Regulation change

Added leak detection requirement for ancillary 
equipment within secondary containment 
sumps that were installed after October 1, 2008

*MDEQ change



Regulation change 

Notification 30 days prior to 

changing fuel blends

> 10% ethanol

> 20% biodiesel



Regulation Change

Demonstrate Compatibility

ÅCertification or listing of UST 
system equipment or 
components by a nationally 
recognized, independent testing 
laboratory for use with the 
regulated substance stored; or

ÅEquipment or component 
manufacturer approval.  This  
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƳǳǎǘΥ



Regulation change 

Repair timeframes added
30 days after observed failure for automatic line leak 
detectors

90 days after observed failure for regular testing components 
such as:

ïSpill buckets

ïContainment sumps

ïCathodic protection

MDEQ specific



Regulation Change 

Delivery Prohibition Modified

Added All shear valves 
are not properly 
installed

Added equipment is 
purposely disabled

Changed to 60 day 
written notification 
from 120 days

MDEQ specific



Regulation Change

Temporarily out of Service 

indefinitely Tanks

ü12 months out of service will require

üSoil sampling (site assessment), or 

üVerification that the tanks are empty

üVerification that cathodic protection is still operating

MDEQ Specific

Now requires payment of annual tank fees



Regulation Change

Lender Liability

New Subpart to the regulations:

Å²ƘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŜŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ

ÅIƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ

ïEmpties all UST systems within 60 calendar 
days of foreclosure

ïPermanently Close USTs or meet temporary 
closure requirements



Lender Liability

IƻƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜΥ

×Maintain corrosion protection

×Report suspected releases 

×Conduct site assessment after 12 months 
of temporary closure if UST system does 
not meet new UST system standards



Regulation change

Reporting Requirement

For Clarification 

Must report to MDEQ failed 
UST system equipment that 
is not repaired and re-tested 
within 24 hours of discovery 
of the failure

MDEQ specific



Changes due in 6 months
(April 5, 2019) 



Regulation change

Re-defined òreplacedó
For piping ςto remove 50 percent or more of 
piping and install other piping, excluding 
connectors, connected to a single tank

ALLthe piping is required to be 
replaced with double-walled 
piping



Re-defined òreplaced pipingó

The 50% replacement of piping rule applies 
individually to each piping run.

piping.



Changes due in 12 months
(October 5, 2019)



Regulation Change 

Continuously monitored 

containment sumps

Now requires annual 
inspection

MDEQ specific



Regulation Change

Temporarily out of service 

indefinitely Tanks > 12 months

Permanent 
closure

Remove or close in 
place the tanks and 

piping

Collect soil or 
groundwater samples 
around tank bed and 

piping areas

Site Assessment

Collect soil or 
groundwater samples 
from the perimeter of 

the tank bed area

Annual Inspection

Å Verify ownership

Å Verify tanks are empty

Å Inspect vent lines and any 
open piping

Å Verify corrosion protection is 
operating, if applicable

or

and/or

MDEQ specific



Changes due in 3 years
(October 5, 2021)



Regulation change

Emergency Power Generator tanks
Any EPG tanks (installed prior to October 1, 2008) 
will be required to add a form of release detections 
for their EPG tanks

Will mostly effect
ÅHospitals / nursing homes
ÅSchools 
ÅEmergency operations 
ÅUtility companies



Regulation Change

Monthly Walk Through Inspections

ÅCheck spill buckets and 
record the findings

ÅWhile checking release 
detection monthly, review 
records and record 
unusual operating 
conditions



Monthly Walk Through Inspection 

(release detection)

Record

ÅAny alarms noted and 
corrective action

ÅAll release detection 
equipment checked

ÅReport unusual 
operating conditions 
and corrective action

Do

ÅCheck for any alarms 
and reconcile 
accordingly

ÅMonthly written 
records are accurate

ÅMonitor for unusual 
operating conditions

ÅVisually inspect 



Monthly Walk Through Inspection 

(release detection)

ÅMake sure you have 
a passing test for 
each tank and pipe 
ÅIf > 1/8th inch fuel in 

MW, report it
ÅElevated vapors are 

reported
ÅAll alarms are 

reconciled
ÅSumps are dry



Regulation change

Annual 
Walk Through Inspection 

Checklist

ÅCheck  condition of all 
handheld leak 
detection equipment
ÅAny actions taken for 

each item out of 
compliance
ÅFuel delivery records 

if spill buckets checks 
> 30 days
ÅCalibrate meters 

annuallyMDEQ specific





Annual Walk through for

ÅBailers are operating 
properly

ÅTank gauge sticks are 
readable

ÅVapor meters have been 
calibrated

ÅAll caps and covers are 
present


